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assistance under very trying domestic circum-
stances. His favourite wife had lost a precious
ring, which had doubtless been stolen either by
one of his other "wives, under the influence of
jealousy, or by a female slave. Would the
magician pay a visit to his house, recover the
ring, and expose the delinquent'( " Now/*' said
he, "if I once get within the walls., I shall be
sure to force my way into the female apart-
ments on some pretence. If I find the ring, all
is well; but if not, this Turk will discover that
I have been making a fool of him, However,
as he is a favourite at Court,, and cannot but
know in what flattering estimation I am held
there, he will probably treat me with the dis-
tinction I deserve. In fine, I will try it. Will
you come too 1 you can help me in my incan-
tations, which will serve. as an excuse/* The

proposal was too tempting to be rejected, and at

f*

the hour agreed on we set off in such state as

we could command (in the East9 state is essential

to respect), jogging over the rough streets, in
one   of   those  hearse-like   carriages   without